Compare and filter
folders

Compare and filter folders is an application designed to
compare folders and their contents. It detects added, modified,
deleted, and identical files, and stores the results as a dataset.

Each outgoing connection supports flexible filtering using micromatch patterns. Results can be
routed to specific connections based on user-defined rules, such as sending only modified or new
files.

Additionally, the application can save snapshots of the current folder state as JSON files and
compare them with previous snapshots to track changes over time.

Switch 2025.11 or higher.

One incoming connection
At least one outgoing connection

e Detect Design Updates Automatically
Compare incoming customer folders with previous versions to identify only modified or
new files. Route only the changes directly to prepress, skipping unchanged files to save
time and reduce errors.

e Validate Backups in Prepress Workflows
Ensure backup folders match live project folders by identifying missing, added, or altered
files. Use snapshots to maintain a history of changes for compliance and recovery.

e Filter and Route Specific File Types
Use micromatch patterns to exclude temporary files (e.g., ! *. tmp) and route only
production-ready assets (e.g., *.pdf, *.tif) to the next workflow step.
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Specify how the source is selected.

The job itself is used as the source.

Select a folder as the source.

Select how the source job will be compared.

The app will compare the source job to a snapshot of it.
If no previous snapshot exists, all files will be considered as new.

Folder where snapshots are stored.
Name of the snapshot.
Retention time (in days) for snapshots.

Snapshots older than this value will be automatically deleted.
A value of 0 disables automatic cleanup.

Select the folder to compare against the source.

Name of the dataset where comparison results are stored.

Dataset model used for metadata.
Accepted values are "json" or "xml".
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List of filters (one per line) applied to the source.

Filters are evaluated using OR logic: a file is output if it matches at least
one filter.

See the documentation (page 4) for details on filter construction.

Determines whether filters are case-sensitive or not.

Outputs newly added files from the source.
A file is considered new if it is not present in the target snapshot.

Outputs modified files from the source.
A file is considered modified if its size or modification date differs from the
target snapshot.

Outputs identical files from the source.
A file is considered identical if both its size and modification date match the
target snapshot.

If an output connection cannot deliver a file, the job is routed to the Fail
connection.
If no Fail connection is defined, the job is sent to the Problem folder.
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Pattern Matches

* . pdf Any pdf at top level

**/* . pdf Any pdf from any folder or subfolder
*/*.pdf Any pdf at the second level folder

**/inputFile/*.pdf

Any pdf with a parent named “inputFile”

*% /% {(pdf, txt)

Any pdf or txt from any level

Pattern

Regex
Equivalent

Description

? (pattern)

(pattern) ?

Matches zero or one occurrence of the given
pattern

* (pattern)

(pattern) *

Matches zero or more occurrences of the given
pattern

+ (pattern)

(pattern) +

Matches one or more occurrences of the given
pattern

@ (pattern) (pattern) Matches exactly one of the given patterns
''(pattern) N/A Matches anything except the given patterns
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Brace patterns make globs more powerful by adding the ability to match specific ranges and

sequences of characters.

Type

Syntax

Examples

Lists

a/{b,c}/d

a/b/d
a/c/d

Sequences (ranges)

{01..03}

01
02
03

Steps (increments)

{2..10..2}

Q0 o BN

10

{foo,bar}/{1..2}/file

foo/1l/filea.txt
foo/1/fileb.txt
foo/2/filea.txt
foo/2/fileb.txt

Combined {a,b}.txt bar/1l/filea.txt
bar/1/fileb.txt
bar/2/filea.txt
bar/2/fileb.txt
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Given the list:

['a.js', 'b.js', 'c.js', 'd.js'", 'E.js']
Examples:

e [ac].js —» matchesa.js,c.js
e [b-d].js —matchesb.js,c.js,d.js
e a/[A-Z].js — matches uppercase letters — a/E.js

Given the list:
[a.js', 'b.js', 'c.js', 'd.js', 'E.js']

Examples:

e (alc).js—>matchesa.js,c.js
e (b|d).js —matchesb.js,d.js
e (b|[A-Z]).js » matchesb.js,E.js

Groups can be nested:

((alb)lc)/b
Brace expansion may sometimes be easier to read depending on your use case.
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